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RESPONSE 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 



This is in response to the Office Action mailed October 21 , 2003. 

In the Action, the Examiner rejected pending claims 1-4 and 6 under 35 USC § 
103(a) as unpatentable over International Publication WO 02/076767 (Chung) in view of 
page 373 of the Mechanics of Pneumatic Tires (1971). 

The Chung publication was cited as being prior art under 35 USC § 102(e), 
having an effective date of 31 August 2001 . 

In response, Applicants submit the enclosed Declaration under 37 CFR §1.131 
to demonstrate that the subject invention was conceived and reduced to practice before 
the effective date of the Chung publication. As stated in the Declaration, a record of the 
invention was written before the effective date of Chung. A sheet from the record 
bearing drawings of the claimed invention is included as evidence of the earlier 
conception and reduction to practice. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Chung publication be excluded as citable 
art, and the rejection accordingly withdrawn. Because the Chung publication was the 
base reference, Applicants request that the application be passed to issue. 



ATTY REF: P50-0071 



The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned if there are any questions or to 
expedite any other matters that may remain in this case. 



Michelin North America, Inc. 
Intellectual Property Department 
P.O. Box 2026 

Greenville, South Carolina 29602 
Telephone 864-422-4648 
Fax 864-422-3517 



Date: ^Q^^O^h 




Martin Farrell 
Registration No. 35,506 
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TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 



Transmitted herewith is: 



1. Response to Office Action 

2. Declaration Under 37 CFR §1.131 



in the above identified application. 
1E| No additional fee is required. 

□ A check in the amount of is attached. 

□ The Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 
as described below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

□ Charge the amount of 

□ Credit any overpayment. 

□ Charge any additional fee required. 




Dated: January 21, 2004 



Martin Farrell, Reg. No. 35,506 



Michelin North America, Inc. 
Intellectual Property Department 


1 certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
on with the U.S. Postal Service as 


P.O. Box 2026 


first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is addressed to the 


Greenville, SC 29602 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 


Phone: 864-422-4644 


20231. 


Fax: 864-422-3517 




cc: 


Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence 


Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" (37 CFR 1.10) 

Applicarit(s): Robert Vanstory TEEPLE et al. 



Docket No. 
P50-007r 



Serial No. 
09/995,340 



Filing Date 
November 27, 2001 



Examiner 
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Group Art Unit 
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'Invention: 
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4> 



hereby certify that this Res ponse to an Office Action 



(Identify type of correspondence) 

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 
37 CFR 1.10 in an envelope addressed to: The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 
20231-0001 on January 21, 2004 



(Date) 



Linda Thompson 



(Typed or minted Name of Person Mailing Correspondence) 

(Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence) 
EV 034167075 US 



("Express Mail" Mailing Label Number) 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing. 
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